Page 2

OPINION

The Citizen, Dec. 16, 2003

Thorns ‘n Roses
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From community submissions

Roses to:
Thesaff at K&theWolfhart, for dem-
onstrating the true meaning of customer
serviceall year long.

| can awayscount onfriendly and cour-
teous service when entering this store.
Thank you for doing what’s necessary to
make my shopping experience ajoy.

Vanessa Newton of the Stuttgart CPOC office, for
her friendly, customer-centered approach. | never ex-
pected completing personnel paperwork to be “plea-
surable,” but Ms. Newton made the process pain-free
and occasionally even enjoyable. Thanks!

The personnel behind the counter of the Patch
Community Mail Room. During thiscrazy timeof year
when tempers are shorter than normal and we tend to
have too much on our minds, it's comforting to know
that | can be greeted with a smile and a helping hand
with my packages. You are appreciated!

Thestaff of the Patch Army Post Officefor keep-
ing their cool under the enormous pressure they re-
ceivedaily. You are doing a great job with customer
service. Keep up the good work!

Thorns to:

Anyonelookingfor a“thorn” intheholiday edi-
tion of The Citizen. We'll have plenty of opportuni-
ties to vent our frustrations in the coming year — for
thisissue, though, let’sjust stop and enjoy the“roses.”

E-mail comments to citizen@6asg.army.mil or fax them
to 421-2570/civ. 0711-729-2570.
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Consider commitment when
purchasing ‘Christmas pets’

very year at Christmas, in-

Emcent, trusting animals

ind themselves under
Christmastrees.

A sweet little cat, tryingto play with
the tree decorations or jumping into
rustling gift paper; a puppy full of joy;
ahamster, bird or guineapig sitting qui-
etly in a brand-new, clean cage — their
hearts are anxious and thereis so much
hope and faith in their eyes as they try
to please their new human family.

The animals hope that they have
found a home with warmth, love, un-
derstanding and compassion —a home
forever. They are so grateful: What a
Christmasjoy!

Thewholefamily isexcited to have
thiswonderful creatureto love, feed and
play with. There is nothing but happi-
ness. Too many times, though, thislasts
only until the Christmas seasonisover.

Like many Christmas surprises, be-
fore long these animals are no longer
wanted. The animal can sensetherejec-
tion andisafraid of what will happen.

Maybe next week, or in amonth or
two, the newness and excitement has
worn off completely, and all that is|eft
isthe burden of caring for this“trouble-
some” animal.

The sweet cat still wantsto play, eat
and drink, and needs a clean litter box.
Thelively dog must not only be played
with, fed and loved, but also has to be
taken outside several times a day and

Volunteers ensure
‘Smokeout’ success

With each event | plan in the Stuttgart community, | am
amazed at the enthusiastic support of the volunteerswho make

these events possible.

volunteers who worked so hard to make this year’s Great

o
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® Daniel Marks
H TravisMillner
m Paul Moran %
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American Smokeout a success:
® MonicaAnctil
H LedieFranklin
® Maurice Geeter
m Billy Grant
m Janice Johnson
H EricMadara

m Joseph Rainey

m MelissaSims

m Joy Staudenmaier
m Jeanie Uludag

Without your hard work, enthusiasm and dedication to
our community, this event would beimpossible.
Thank you all —you are a credit to our community!

Michelle Saylor

6th ASG Health Promotion Coordinator

Animals are not toys — they are living
creatures who feel joy and pain, happiness
and sadness, just like people do.

And they are completely helpless and at the
mercy of their human families.

onregular long walks.

The hamster, bird and guineapig also
need care and clean cages that must be
scrubbed top to bottom every week. The
children soon lose interest.

Thefactis, children can’t beexpected
tofully carefor acompanionanimal. Par-
ents must help!

You think to yourself: Yuck, who
wants to walk the dog in this ugly win-
ter weather? Who wantsto scrub cages
and clean litter boxes? This is too
much, and something | haven't bar-
gained for —how could | have been ex-
pected to consider all this during the
hectic holiday season?

| didn’t know the animal would need
so much of my time and understanding
and that it would crave so much atten-
tion. And it will cost so much money for
food, veterinarian bills—and that ticket
back to the Sates.

| had no idea how much work this
would be — | was just too busy prepar-
ing for Christmas.

After all, all | really wanted was a
neat little present for the kids, a toy that
runs without a battery.

Animals are not toys — they are liv-
ing creatureswho feel joy and pain, hap-
piness and sadness, just like people do.
And they are completely helplessand at
the mercy of their human families.

Do you feel atouch of guilt now?1s
your conscience telling you something
about responsibility?

Finding “ replacement” homesfor un-
wanted petsisdifficult, while abandon-
ing the animal s sentences them to lives
of misery, pain, fear, hunger and injury.

All pros and cons must be consid-
ered beforetaking an animal into one's
home. If thisisnot done, the sad story
of love followed by neglect will con-
tinue, turning the animal’s lifeinto a
nightmare.

Merry Christmasto all.

Sigrid Ruckaberle
Stuttgart

Jackson.

ing time.

Commumnity members
thanked for their
compassion, Support

I’d like to extend a special “Thank You” to al of the I would like to take

this opportunity to
thank the entire
Stuttgart community for
your overwhelming sup-
port in the aftermath of my
husband’s death.

The amount of sup-
port this community has
provided has allowed me
thetimeto mourntheloss  lifel
of my husband, Corey D.

| would like to thank
all the organizations,
businesses, families and
individuals that helped
me get through this try-

To see things being

taken care of for me with-
out my having to say a
word just overwhelmed me.

| knew Corey meant so
much to alot of people, but
it still amazes me to actu-
ally witness how well
known and loved hereally
was. Corey touched many
people during and after his

The amount of sup-
port this entire commu-
nity provided was
breathtaking; therefore, |
sincerely thank you all.

Saff Sgt.
ShawnitalL . Jackson
Stuttgart

O his is the final edition

of @he (itizen this year.

We will return Yan. 13, 2004.
On behalf of the 6th AS(5 Public A ffairs Office.

we wish you a safe and wonderfu.[ ho[idaxz season/




